Lessons from the Life of Job
There are many lessons that can be learned from the life of Job:

1. Nothing can happen to us without God’s permission – the devil must ask God for permission before he can inflict any harm on us. Job 1: 6-12. 
2. Satan and God have totally different motives for a trial that befalls us. Satan hated Job just as he hates all of us and he wants to destroy us. He sees us as evil and accuses us of evil. God on the other hand, sees us for who we truly are. He sees the good in us and also knows our weaknesses. When He permits a trial it is to change us and to root out our weakness so we can draw closer to Him in our relationship with Him. Also it is to ultimately bless us whether it is through earthly blessing or heavenly blessing. That’s why so many of the saints accepted trials with much joy because they knew it meant a deeper walk with God and many blessings. Some saints even asked God for suffering as a way to show God their love to Him. 
3. Both protection and blessing are gifts from God. We see in Job’s example that God provided protection for Job and his family as well as material blessing. God is also the provider of our health, Job 2:1-7. Illness is from the evil one, as we see from the words of St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:6-8. God does not bring evil upon on us although He does use it for our good if we let him. 

4. God also gives these blessings to all people whether or not they know Him, for we see that God blessed Job’s children even though they may not have been as righteous as him. 
5. Job never let the tribulation drive him away from God. Many times we can go through hardships that are so difficult that they make us lose faith in God and we turn away from Him feeling either God must not exist or that He really is not good. Job brought his petitions and his anguish before God but he never left Him. He accepted His will. How is that possible? That leads to the next point.
6. Job stored up in good times for the bad times. Job enjoyed many good days and very good health, he was a wise man who didn’t let these days go to waste. During this time he cultivated his relationship with God, he drew closer to Him and experienced Him and it was that knowledge that helped him stick with God in the bad times. Had Job not know God at all prior to his hardship, he would never have stuck with Him during the hard times. It is very hard for people to cultivate a deep relationship with God when they are suffering if they have not known God prior to that. That is why God gives us many good days of prosperity and health so that we can be very busy getting closer to Him and knowing Him more. Then when hardships come our way we have our faith to drawn from and the suffering may actually bring us closer to God. This example is very clear in the parable of the 10 virgins that Our Lord gives, Matthew 25:1-10. He gave all ten virgins to plenty of time to prepare for the bridegroom’s coming some used their time wisely and bought oil while others just wasted there life, when the bridegroom came the ones who had spent their time getting ready were able to enjoy the wedding banquet while the others were left out. This is the same for us during a hard time, it is the faith that we cultivate when times are good that keep us going when times are bad and help us draw closer to God rather than drift away from Him. 
7. Misunderstanding God and His wisdom. Unfortunately Job’s friends who were supposed to comfort him added more to his wounds than provide comfort. Examples, Job 15:5-6 and Job 16:1-2. One of the reasons they did such a horrible job is because they didn’t know God themselves. They had a very superficial understanding of God, thinking that God allows bad things to happen to bad people but good people remain unscathed. They had no clue of God’s testimony of Job and the beginning and how He attested to his righteousness. Unfortunately we too many times have the same superficial understanding of God which not only hurts us in our relationship with God but it hurts others if we attempt to share it with them. St. Ambrose says that “with their feeble insight, Job’s friends did not perceive that the Lord had given him over to be tempted, so that, like an athlete of Christ, he might be fashioned by the temptations and attain to the crown of a greater glory.” No matter what we do, we cannot force God to act in a certain way towards us. God is not a force or an energy to be harnessed but a “person” with infinite wisdom and power who chooses to do what He sees is best for us. St. Gregory says that “All human righteousness is proved unrighteous if it is judged in strict rules.” Our works of righteousness will never measure up to God’s standards it is only out of his mercy that He accepts what  little we do and it His desire that we do them with this understanding and with humility for He tells us that no matter what we do we should always say that we are unprofitable servants. 
